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TOXICITY OF METHANOL.
BY RALPH W. HUFFERD.

A total of 77 white rats were given very pure' methanol and ethanol by
stomach-tube. Concentrations of 40-509, by volume were administered.

Toxicity was studied for single doses and for doses repeated once and twice
at intervals of one day.

ETHANOL.
One Dose. Two Doses. Three Doses.
Mols./100 Gm. Cec./100 Gm, Killed. Lived. Killed. Lived. Killed. Lived.

0.022 1.3 e 1
0.021 1.25 1
0.018 1.07 5
0.014 0.84 .. 1 1
0.013 0.75 2 . 2 3 1 1
0.01 0.6 2 1 2

METHANOL,
0.036 1.47 1 cee
0.031 1.25 5 4
0.025 1.00 3 5 1 1
0.019 0.75 2 1
0.016 0.66 5 5
0.012 0.5 8 1 2
0.01 0.4 1 4

All of the rats that did not die regained strength and weight rapidly, giving
every appearance of being normal.

Irritation of the eyes was observed only in the case of some of the animals
that finally died.

From these data it would appear that very pure methanol is slightly less
toxic for rats than is pure ethanol even in repeated doses.
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! Methods of purification and tests for purity are described in another paper to be printed
in THIS JOURNAL,





